
Town of Yates Public Hearing, 7:00PM 

Workshop Meeting, 5:30PM 

8 S. Main St., Lyndonville, NY 14098 

November 7, 2019 

 

Present: Jim Simon, Supervisor 

  Wes Bradley, Councilman   

John Riggi, Councilman 

  Jim Whipple, Councilman   

  Michele Harling, Town Clerk  

 

Excused: Harold Suhr, Councilman  

 

Others:  Larry Wolfe  Agnes Recco  Edward Jay 

  Sam Recco  Mindy Recco  Paul Lauricella 

  Peter Welkley  Laura Welkley  Bill Jurinich    

  

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

Supervisor Simon called the 2020 Town of Yates Preliminary Budget Public Hearing to order at 

7:03PM.   

 

PUBLIC HEARING ON 2020 TOWN OF YATES PRELIMINARY BUDGET 

 

Notice of said Public Hearing was duly published in the Batavia Daily News on October 22, 

2019. 

 

The purpose of such Public Hearing is to present the Town of Yates Preliminary Budget for the 

fiscal year commencing January 1, 2020. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT  

 

Supervisor Simon said that if anyone in the audience would like to leave information for the 

Board to consider on the budget or if anyone thinks of something over the next week, to please 

share it with the Board as they will not be voting until the regular November Board Meeting next 

week on Thursday. 

 

Paul Lauricella, Town of Yates, asked what was throwing this year’s budget off; why would we 

even be close to the 2% tax cap.  He asked if the increase was entirely from the fire district or if 

there were other things that kept the rate from being flat. 

 

Supervisor Simon explained that right now the budget is not over the 2% tax cap.  It is below that 

and this was his goal when presenting the Tentative Budget, which the Board agreed to and 

voted into place.  What has changed and is relevant is that the fire protection district increased 

significantly due to personnel costs, insurance costs, and the building of the reserve to save for a 



new pumper.  The fire district increased from $89,000 in 2019 to $107,000 in 2020.  Some items 

went down like the ambulance charge we receive from the Village of Medina for their 

ambulance service; that went down from $21,000 in 2019 to $7,500 in 2020.  He listed some of 

the goals outlined by him in creating the budget like remaining under the tax cap, sustaining 

town services and respecting contracts, and tightening spending as much as possible because 

they are trying to refill the fund balance in “A” which has multiple accounts but one of them is in 

the negative, as identified by the Comptroller’s Office so they are trying to fix that.  The overall 

reserves are high and positive but one of them is down.  The goal was not to take anything out of 

the general town-wide and to minimize spending in Highway town-wide so that they can start to 

repair the reserves.  They won’t know how much they’ve done that, if any, until January 1
st
.  

They’re trying to move more against it in this budget thereby decreasing the amount of the 

negative balance.  There was a 10% health insurance cost increase which they anticipated and is 

in this budget.   The long-term Highway budget was a concern.  Roger Wolfe said that the next 

big item they will need to purchase is a mowing tractor which can be very expensive, up to 

$100,000.  They are trying not to deplete the Highway’s reserves such that they can’t purchase 

the tractor at some point. 

 

Paul Lauricella asked if the Town could purchase something used. He said that with respect to 

the current Town contracts and the fact that health insurance has increased, this is why he was so 

adamant when the Board was negotiating the Highway contract that a 2.5% raise every year for 4 

years was too much.  He said that in the private sector they don’t see raises like that.  He said 

that we are a small Town and the residents are the ones that have to pay the bills.  He feels that 

the Town Park proposal will saddle the Town taxpayers for years and generations to come. He 

said that taking the NYSEG land off the tax rolls will force the rest of the residents to make up 

the difference.  He feels like the whole idea is insane and could cause the highway budget to go 

up in future years because of the anticipated maintenance of the park.   He said that all he hears 

us talk about is grants and that they all come with stipulations and when the grant runs out, the 

taxpayers are stuck picking up the bill.  He can’t remember the last time the Town’s rate went 

down or was flat which is ridiculous. The assessments went up and people will be screaming 

when they get their next tax bills.  He is against this budget. 

 

Supervisor Simon said that Roger does consider used equipment but that it’s a catch 22; 

something used will have mileage on it. 

 

Councilman Bradley said that yes, the assessments went up and the bottom line to be raised by 

taxes went up but this budget is still under the 2% tax cap.  He said to realize that last year’s tax 

rate outside of the Village was $4.58/1,000, this year it is $4.34/1,000, down $.24/1,000 from 

what it was last year.  He said that inside the Village the rate last year was $2.60/1,000 and is 

$2.49/1,000 this year, down $.11.  He said that the tax rates are down in the proposed budget 

from the year before because of the extra assessed valuation.  He said that just because the 

assessments went up it does not mean that the tax rates have gone up.   

 

Supervisor Simon said that in some cases where the assessments went up a lot, those people may 

feel the pinch.   

 



Edward Jay, Town of Yates, asked if there was an option to look at the Medina Fire Department 

for fire services like we do for their ambulance service since it’s such a big cost item.   

 

Councilman Whipple said that the fire district costs are a major concern as addressed earlier.  He 

said that it’s a big budget item, it’s a public safety issue, and if you don’t have volunteers, you 

only have one other option.  This could result in a very large number. 

 

Supervisor Simon said that what he thinks Councilman Whipple means that if we can’t sustain a 

volunteer fire department and we have to contract with Medina, after the horrific ambulance 

contract experience and negotiations this could be tough.  He said that Medina has an excellent 

fire department and ambulance service but negotiations with them are difficult.  He said that 

worth noting is that a new pumper is around $800,000, and that perhaps multiple municipalities 

could go in together to purchase the next new pumper which would mean that you would have 3 

fire districts helping with mutual aid, rather than having each one map out a 10-year plan to buy 

an $800,000 vehicle.   

 

Bill Jurinich, Town of Yates, said that out here in God’s country there are countless times where 

the local fire department which the Village of Lyndonville and the Town of Yates supports, has 

been irreplaceable.  They are here and provide great service without worrying about a contract.  

He knows that membership is down but they are still here when we need them.  He said that if 

his house is burning down he doesn’t want to wait for the Medina Fire Department to get there.   

 

Supervisor Simon said that he agrees that it’s much most valuable to have a local Fire 

Department that is only 2 minutes away and that the Lyndonville Fire Department does an 

excellent job but that the cost for these services is growing.   

 

Paul Lauricella said that the State has ruined volunteerism by over regulation so it’s not fun 

anymore and that’s why membership is down. 

 

Councilman Bradley said that in that regard, he spoke to someone yesterday who was a truck 

driver and had gone to talk to his fire chief about being able to drive the firetruck to help out the 

local department but was told that he would not be able to do that without going through all of 

the state mandated training and that’s why young people in their 20’s don’t want to join a fire 

department.  They may get a 2 week vacation from their place of employment but they have to 

use it to attend the fire academy instead of taking a vacation with their family.  When he joined 

the Lyndonville Fire Department they were at their max with 60 volunteers, now they have 28.   

 

Bill Jurinich asked if the $125,000 quoted earlier for the Town’s in-kind contribution for the 

Yates Town Park grant of 2.5 million is in this budget.  He feels that there are other things in the 

Town that we should be seeking grants for like high-speed internet or internet, period.  He said 

that cell service is also a problem in the Town.  He said that the County believes we have 

adequate coverage but we don’t.   

 

Supervisor Simon said that no, it is not in this budget.  This would be a separate in-kind service 

contribution and that those figures are not available yet.   

 



Supervisor Simon said that he is always open to suggestions for future grants and that we’ve had 

some success with getting grants in the past. He said that he has spent a lot of time securing these 

and that resident’s suggestions will not fall on deaf ears. He explained that the 2.5million grant 

for the Town Park proposal cannot be used for anything but the Town Park.   

 

There was further discussion on the 2.5 million dollar grant received through the REDI 

Commission to possibly expand and improve the Yates Town Park but because the Public 

Hearing was on the Tentative Budget, Supervisor Simon asked that any who want to continue 

discussing the grant, please stay and discuss the subject once the meeting is closed. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 103-11/19 

 

RESOLUTION TO CLOSE THE PUBLIC HEARING ON 2020 PRELIMINARY 

BUDGET 

 

WHEREAS, all persons wishing to submit comments either written or spoken were heard, be it 

 

RESOLVED, to close the Public Hearing at 7:26PM. 

 

Offered by Councilman Whipple, who moved its adoption 

Seconded by Councilman Riggi 

 

 4 Ayes    0 Nays      1 Absent (Suhr)     

 

 Motion: Carried 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Michele L. Harling 

Yates Town Clerk 
 

 

 

 


