
Town of Yates Public Hearing and March Board Meeting
8 S. Main St., Lyndonville, NY 14098

March 10, 2016, 7:00PM

Present: Jim Simon, Supervisor
Wes Bradley, Councilman
John Riggi, Councilman
Jim Whipple, Councilman
Michele Harling, Town Clerk
Andrew Meier, Town Attorney
Trisha Laszewski, Town Assessor

Excused: Brad Bentley, Councilman

Others: Gabrielle Barone Glenn Maid Paul Hendel
John Paul Simon Sharbel Simon Bev Herriven
Sue Davis Bob LaPorte Agnes LaPorte
Chris Bronson Bob Verleys Rebecca Winters
Howard Pierce Bruce T. Williams Larry Wolfe
Mallory Drefenbach Pam Atwater Lynn R. Wright
Donn Riggi Paul Lauricella Cynthia Hellert
Shelley Salmons Paul Salmons Doug Domedian
E. John DeFillipps Richard Hellert Jim Bansbach
Bo Shuff Taylor Quarles Mario Pingue

Supervisor Simon called the Public Hearing to order at 7:00PM.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

PUBLIC HEARING

Notice of said Public Hearing was duly published in the Batavia Daily News on February 26,
2016.

The purpose of such Public Hearing is to discuss the Town of Yates potential submission of an
application to the New York State Office of Community Renewal for Community Development
Block Grant funding to support an economic development project being undertaken by Niagara
Food Specialties, Inc., at 10190 Route 18, Lyndonville New York 14098.

PUBLIC COMMENT

Paul Lauricella,  12469 Roosevelt  Highway questioned the nature of the business, how many
people it  will  employ,  if  the employees  will  be local  hires  or migrants/refugees,  how much
money the employees will make, how long the business must be here and how much money we
are giving them.  He also questioned whether or not anyone will be monitoring the business to



make sure they meet their expectations.

Jim  Whipple  responded  that  the  new  business  is  expanding  from Canada  and  will  process
specialty  meats,  that  they expect  to  hire  25 employees,  and that  there  will  not  be a  PILOT
agreement.  This Public Hearing is for funding from the NYS Office of Community Renewal and
at this time we don’t know how much the funding will be.

Harvey Campbell, 21 Garland Street, questioned where the new business will be located and if
the utilities in that area will be sufficient to support it.

Paul Hendel, Orleans County Economic Development Board, commended the Town of Yates for
being a part of the partnership that is necessary for overall economic growth in Orleans County.
He stated that this county has been starved for economic growth in the past but that he thinks
that’s changing for the future.  He also thanked the staff of the Orleans County IDA for their
efforts.

Dick Hellert, Pratt Lane, welcomed the new business and commended the IDA for encouraging
that a vacant building in the Town be converted to a viable business. He added that it’s a plus for
the whole community.

Gabrielle Barone, Orleans County IDA, mentioned that over a 15 year period there have been 25
OCR projects throughout Orleans County and that the State does monitor the specifics of the
business like job creation and where the investment goes, for example.  She also added that they
have been working on this project for 18 months and that the proposed business will be hiring
local people.

Howard Pierce,  10200 Millers Road, mentioned that he heard that  the new business will  be
working with local farmers to use local product.  This will help the farmers in this area.

RESOLUTION NO. 40-3/16

RESOLUTION TO CLOSE THE PUBLIC HEARING ON COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
BLOCK GRANT APPLICATION

RESOLVED, to close the Public Hearing at 7:10PM.

Offered by Councilman Bradley, who moved its adoption
Seconded by Councilman Riggi 

4 Ayes    0 Nays    (1 Absent: Bentley)

Motion: Carried

Supervisor Simon called the March Board Meeting to order at 7:10PM.



SUPERVISORS REMARKS

Supervisor Simon reiterated that Privilege of the Floor at the beginning of the meeting is to be
used for public comment on agenda items only and should be kept to 3 minutes in duration so
that all can be heard.  There will also be Privilege of the Floor at the end of the meeting for non-
agenda comments.

PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR

Howard Pierce, 10200 Millers Road, addressed Resolution No. 45-3/16.  He was a member of
the Ad Hoc Committee formed to review and amend our current Local Law on Wind Farms. He
felt that the Ad Hoc Committee did not contain the members needed to adequately represent the
people of Yates and that it would be irresponsible to send the proposed Local Law to the County
for review or to schedule public hearings.

Paul Lauricella, 12469 Roosevelt Highway, commented on Resolution No. 44-3/16. He is for
new business but doesn’t know anything about the proposal discussed in the Public Hearing and
feels that as a taxpayer he has the right to ask questions and to have them answered, especially at
a Town Public Hearing. 

Jim Simon responded that  a public  hearing is  a venue to  collect  public  statements  from the
audience and that the Board members do not typically respond. 

Andrew Meier concurred with Supervisor Simon.

RESOLUTION NO. 41-3/16

RESOLUTION TO APPROVE FEBRUARY 11, 2016 MINUTES 

RESOLVED,  to  approve  the  minutes  of  the  February  11,  2016  regular  Board  Meeting  as
presented to each Board Member.

Offered by Councilman Whipple, who moved its adoption
Seconded by Councilman Bradley

4 Ayes    0 Nays    (1 Absent: Bentley)

Motion: Carried

RESOLUTION NO. 42-3/16

RESOLUTION TO APPROVE FEBRUARY 27, 2016 MINUTES 

RESOLVED,  to  approve  the  minutes  of  the  February  27,  2016  regular  Board  Meeting  as
presented to each Board Member.



Offered by Councilman Riggi, who moved its adoption
Seconded by Councilman Whipple

4 Ayes    0 Nays    (1 Absent: Bentley)

Motion: Carried

RESOLUTION NO. 43-3/16

RESOLUTION TO ISSUE JUNKYARD LICENSES

WHEREAS, the Town has received three applications for Junkyard License renewal, and

WHEREAS, the Code Enforcement Officer has inspected each of these Junkyards, be it

RESOLVED,  that  Junkyard  license  shall  be  issued  to  Terry  Chaffee  1859  Murdock  Road,
Lyndonville,  NY,  Brenda  Dunn  1848  Goodwin  Road,  Lyndonville,  NY,  and  Paul,  Sandra,
Leonard, Rachel & Vanessa Lauricella 12469 Roosevelt Highway, Lyndonville, NY.

Offered by Councilman Whipple, who moved its adoption
Seconded by Councilman Bradley

4 Ayes    0 Nays    (1 Absent: Bentley)

Motion: Carried

RESOLUTION NO. 44-3/16

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING APPLICATION TO THE NEW YORK STATE OFFICE OF
COMMUNITY RENEWAL FOR SMALL CITIES FUNDING 

WHEREAS, Niagara Foods Specialty (Niagara) plans to acquire a new facility and undertake an
expansion of its operations in the Town of Yates, and

WHEREAS, Niagara  has requested that the Town apply for funding on its behalf from the New
York State  Office  of  Community  Renewal  (the  “OCR”)  to  finance  a  portion  of  the  cost  of
equipment and/or working capital to support the expanded operations, and

WHEREAS,  the  Orleans  Land  Restoration  Corporation  (the  “OLRC”)  is  assisting  in  the
facilitation of the project and has requested that the Town provide the OCR funding to the OLRC
as a grant for the purpose of making a term loan and deferred loan to Niagara Foods Specialty,
and

WHEREAS, the Niagara  project  will  result  in substantial  benefit  to  the Town of  Yates and
Orleans County in form of an estimated 25 new employment positions, and



WHEREAS, the Town has held a public hearing to obtain citizens’ views regarding the CDBG
program as administered by OCR and the Niagara project;

Now, therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, that the Supervisor is hereby authorized to submit a grant application in to the
OCR to support the expansion of the operations of Niagara in the Town of Yates, and be it
further

RESOLVED, that the Supervisor is hereby authorized to execute the grant agreement and all
related documents associated with the OCR grant, subject to review by the Town Attorney.

Offered by Councilman Riggi, who moved its adoption
Seconded by Councilman Bradley

4 Ayes    0 Nays    (1 Absent: Bentley)

Motion: Carried

RESOLUTION NO. 45-3/16

RESOLUTION TO INTRODUCE LOCAL LAW NO. 1 OF 2016, SCHEDULE A PUBLIC
HEARING, AND REFER TO COUNTY PLANNING BOARD

WHEREAS, at its February 11, 2016 meeting, the Town Board of the Town of Yates established
an ad hoc task force to review the Local Law No. 1 of 2008, entitled “Wind Energy Facilities
Law,” and recommend modifications thereto, and 

WHEREAS, the recommendation of the committee have now been presented to the Town Board
of the Town of Yates, 

Now, therefore be it 

RESOLVED that Local Law No. 1 of 2016 entitled, “A Local Law to Amend the Wind Energy
Facilities  Law  of  2008,”  which  contains  certain  modifications  to  the  Yates  Wind  Energy
Facilities Law as recommended by the ad hoc Task Force, is hereby introduced, and be it further

RESOLVED, that a Public Hearing on the proposed law is hereby scheduled for Monday, April
11, 2016, at 7:00PM at the Yates Town Hall, and be it further

RESOLVED, that the proposed law is hereby referred to the County Planning Board for review,
and the Supervisor is hereby directed to forward same to the County Planning Department for
this purpose, and be it further

RESOLVED, that the Attorney for the Town is hereby directed to publish and/or mail, as the
case may be, all appropriate notices as required by law for the adoption of Local Law NO. 1 for



the year 2016.

Offered by Councilman Simon, who moved its adoption
Seconded by Councilman Riggi

4 Ayes    0 Nays    (1 Absent: Bentley)

Motion: Carried

RESOLUTION NO. 46-3/16

RESOLUTION TO PAY BILLS

WHEREAS, bills have been reviewed by the Town Board, be it 

RESOLVED to pay bills as follows:

A-Accounts- $49,005.66   
B-Accounts- $   891.58        
DA-Accounts- $21,979.65
DB-Accounts- $ 1,716.28           
Water 4- $19,814.58
Water 2- $
Fire- $  
---------------------------------------------------------- 
TOTAL $93,407.75

Offered by Councilman Whipple, who moved its adoption
Seconded by Councilman Bradley

4 Ayes    0 Nayes   (1 Absent: Bentley)

Motion: Carried

PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR

Paul Lauricella, 12469 Roosevelt Highway, questioned whether or not the Board had a chance to
gather the information he requested at a prior meeting.

Jim Simon responded that  a Board Resolution  was passed unanimously in  April  of  2015 to
purchase the new truck and that the money was not spent until the 2016 fiscal year.  He also
added that  Roger  Wolfe followed the proper  protocol  to purchase the truck.  With regard to
replacing old equipment with new, which is somewhat of a judgement call, Roger follows the
Highway  Superintendent’s  guidelines.  Lastly  he  added  that  a  brief  summary  of  January’s
financials is available in the Town Clerk’s Office.   



Paul Lauricella was specifically looking for information regarding the old truck that was being
replaced like the mileage, if it was sold at auction or was traded in, who it was sold to, and the
purchase price of the truck. 

Jim Simon responded that he would get that information.

Pam Atwater, Carmen Road Somerset, gave a report on Five Corners Strategies and APEX. She
told the Board that APEX has hired Five Corners Strategies to help them with the Lighthouse
Wind project in the Towns of Somerset and Yates.  She used several quotes from one of the
firm’s partners to demonstrate what APEX is prepared to spend in its efforts to “change the
minds of an entire community”.

Cynthia  Hellert,  Pratt  Lane,  mentioned  that  after  hearing  that  APEX  hired  Five  Corners
Strategies, she did some reading about the company and their 12 tip strategy.  She feels that their
strategy speaks of invasion of privacy, trespassing, intrusion, violation, and concern for personal
safety.

Linda Fisk, 1186 N. Lyndonville Road, feels there are a couple on the Board whose only agenda
is stopping the wind farm.  She feels that the money that could be gained from the wind farm is
badly needed in this community and could lower taxes, improve the Town financially, and that
the  economic  benefit  would  encourage  people  to  move  here  and encourage  small  business.
Finally,  she asked the Board to name 5 other non-wind projects that they are working on to
improve the Town of Yates and how they will be paid for.

Jim Simon responded that they are working on the following projects; Town website upgrades
and new Town logo, finalizing the water lines and completing the water district, working with
the Lyndonville Fire Company to discuss a plan for purchasing a new truck, the Niagara Foods
Specialties new business proposal, a new IT Support team to rectify some ongoing computer
issues, and seeking Grant monies for better records retention.

Kate Kremer, wanted to bring 2 letters to the Board’s attention that were sent by Lighthouse
Wind.  She wanted to make clear that SOS is not opposed to renewable energy but that they are
opposed to this particular project in this particular location. She also discussed her concern that
Lighthouse Wind, in one of these letters, makes it sound like the project is going to happen and
not just a proposed project and is misrepresenting their current status.  She would also like to see
the Code of Conduct signed prior to the Board granting any approvals on future requests from
APEX.

Harvey Campbell, 21 Garland Street, raised concerns over a possible conflict of interest with one
of the Town Board members due to his prior position with Save Ontario Shores and a lawsuit
that this group filed against the Lighthouse Wind Project.  He wanted the Board to be aware that
he sent a letter to the NYS Attorney General’s Office of Public Ethics along with documentation
such as  a  copy of  the lawsuit,  Facebook posts,  SOS mailings,  and direct  quotes  from local
newspapers,  requesting their  professional  opinion.  He feels  that  in  the meantime the Board
Member should recuse himself from all further wind turbine votes.



Kathy Orr, Town of Somerset, felt that there would be a conflict of interest if APEX was paying
a  Town Board  member.   She  also  mentioned  that  APEX is  fracturing  the  communities  by
dividing the people that live here.

Richard  Fisk,  1186  N.  Lyndonville  Road,  submitted  an  article  from the  Lockport  Sun  and
Journal  titled  “Science  Disproves  Wind Farm Myths”.   He felt  that  it  was  totally  unbiased
because it was written by an independent individual and he is willing to make copies available.

Beverly Herriven, 4892 Lower Lake Road Town of Somerset, doesn’t believe that a 15 to 20
year life span on this type of monster is considered green energy.

Taylor Quarles, Lighthouse Wind Project, responded to the Code of Ethics request by stating that
there were minor issues with the original Code of Ethics paperwork that required editing and
that’s why they didn’t sign it in February but that they want to sign it as soon as possible which
could be as early as this week.  The PSS Comment Responses were submitted in late February
and  are  available  to  the  public.  A  narrative  document  has  been  created  to  summarize  the
responses  broken  down  by  category  for  convenience.  The  summary  also  includes  assorted
appendices that address possible issues and concerns of the public.  He welcomes questions and
invites the public to visit their office in Barker.

Jim Hoffman, 8737 Lake Road Town of Somerset, mentioned a letter he wrote that addressed the
carbon  footprint  and  destruction  that  the  construction  of  a  wind  farm  will  bring  to  the
community.  A response was submitted to his letter by a retired professor in Williamsville that
was unscientific and condescending in nature and totally dismissed the concerns of the residents.
She tried to make points that were not comparable to this wind project.

Sharbel Simon, Millers Road, mentioned that his mother submitted a 49 page comment to the
PSS and was answered in less than a page and that one of the responses was “comment noted”.

Cynthia Hellert, Pratt Lane, mentioned that in the fall election, the Town voted for 2 new Board
Members that had very clear platforms.  She asked Town Attorney, Andrew Meier if he felt that
there was a conflict of interest for any of the Town Board Members.

Andrew Meier, Town Attorney, responded that he will take the letter to special counsel for an
answer.

Kate Kremer thanked the Town Board for reviewing the current Local Law (2008) because she
knows it’s a lot of work and that much has changed with wind farms since then. 

Agnes LaPort, Town of Somerset, said that it was refreshing to hear that elected officials would
actually do what they said they were going to do.

Linda Fisk, Lyndonville Road, commented that all we hear about it wind.
TOWN OFFICERS REMARKS



Trisha Laszewski, Town Assessor, said that the exemption renewal period came to a close on
March 1, 2016.  She will now start applying those exemptions and values from closed building
permits to the 2016 roll.

John Riggi is concerned about a statement mentioned in a letter sent by Lighthouse Wind that
says (he is paraphrasing) “That there are those who would stop at nothing to keep great projects
out of the area”.   He hopes that this quote was not in reference to the Town of Yates residents.  

Jim Simon thanked the Ad Hoc members that served on the Ad Hoc Committee.  It took a lot of
Saturday hours and they went over a lot of information.  He truly appreciated all of their efforts.

Wes Bradley was pleased to mention that Governor Cuomo appointed Russell Martino to serve
as an Ad Hoc Member to the Siting Board.  Wes contacted Assemblyman Hawley and Senator
Ortt with his concern that both Towns would have representation on that committee since that
was not a guarantee.  He is very pleased that both Towns will be represented. 

ADJOURNMENT

Moved by Councilman Riggi, Whereas there is no new business to be brought before the Board,
the meeting be adjourned at 8:05PM.
Seconded by Councilman Bradley

4 Ayes    0 Nays   (1 Absent: Bentley)

Motion: Carried

Respectfully Submitted
Michele L. Harling
Yates Town Clerk


